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INNOVATION HQ

P R E V I E W

EXHIBITING OPPORTUNITIES  
AT IIF 2026 TAMPA
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WHAT IS INNOVATION HQ?
 Installation Innovation 2026's Innovation Headquaters (Innovation HQ) is our reimagined 
exhibit experience — designed from the ground up to drive meaningful connections, not 
just foot traffic. The sessions are where you listen. Innovation HQ is where you connect.

Focused entirely on networking and organic engagement

	★ Includes dedicated spaces for IIF Sponsors and ADC partners based on package level

	★ Intermixed with quick-meeting areas, food & beverage stations, and informal 

gathering spots

	★ Home to one of IIF's signature evening networking events

	★ Houses event registration and ADC help desks
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WHAT MAKES EXHIBITING AT 
ADC EVENTS DIFFERENT?

WE HANDLE THE HARD PART
ADC provides your exhibit space 
fully set up. All you need to bring is 
great people and whatever you want 
to hand out. Want to keep it simple? 
We've already done the heavy 

WE FACILITATE INTERACTION
Rather than hoping attendees 
wander over, we design spaces 
where people naturally gather. You 
don't have to compete for attention 
— we bring the engagement to you.
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IIF 2026 TAMPA — THE VENUE
IIF 2026 will take place at the Tampa Convention Center, with attendee lodging at nearby 
partner hotels. This year, we have secured one of our largest and most strategically 
located Innovation HQ footprints ever.

PRIME LOCATION — CENTER OF IT ALL 
Our Innovation HQ will occupy all the open 
space adjacent to the session rooms — starting 
at the front entrance and wrapping through the 
entire venue. Every attendee will pass through 
Innovation HQ to get anywhere. This is the  
most visible, highest-traffic location available.

KEY VENUE AREAS INCLUDE:
GENERAL SESSION: Main plenary hall
BREAKOUT SESSIONS: Concurrent 
learning tracks
INNOVATION HQ: Innovation HQ  
spans the prime connector space 
between all areas
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STANDARD
Counter-style exhibit booth with stools 
and small storage area. Includes custom 
signage. A polished, space-efficient 
footprint ideal for focused conversations. 

PREMIUM 
Upgraded counter — larger footprint, 
additional stools, more open space, and 
enhanced signage. Positioned in prime, 
high-traffic locations within Innovation HQ.

MINI LOUNGE  
(add-on for Standard/Premium exhibitors)

Replace your counter with lounge-style 
furniture and premium signage — a more 
relaxed, conversational presence without 
the full lounge footprint.

SIGNATURE LOUNGE  
(large, standalone space)

A fully branded environment with lounge 
furniture, premium signage, and enough 
space to create a distinctive, high-visibility 
networking destination. The most sought-
after exhibit option at ADC events.
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EXHIBIT TIERS 
AND OPTIONS
Three exhibit configurations are available, each 
designed for different engagement goals and budgets. 
All spaces come fully set up — you provide the people 
and materials.

STANDARD

PREMIUM

SIGNATURE LOUNGE

MINI LOUNGE
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DATE

SUNDAY,  
OCTOBER 25

MONDAY,  
OCTOBER 26

TUESDAY,  
OCTOBER 27

WEDNESDAY,  
OCTOBER 28

Exhibitor Setup — PM access for booth/space installation

Innovation HQ Opens — Full day of sessions and networking

Innovation HQ Open — Full day of sessions + Evening Networking 
Event (hosted in Innovation HQ)

Exhibitor Move-Out

ACTIVITY
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EVENT SCHEDULE
Three exhibit configurations are available, each designed for different engagement goals 
and budgets. All spaces come fully set up — you provide the people and materials.

DATE

JULY 15

AUGUST 15

SEPTEMBER 30

Priority Space Reservation — Reserve early to access prime 
location selections by completing your sponsor commitment form

Floor Plan & Booth Details Published — Full venue diagram and 
configuration details released

Final Registration Deadline — Last day to reserve exhibit space

ACTIVITY

KEY DATES & DEADLINES
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Who can participate in Innovation HQ?
Priority is given to IIF Sponsors. Additional space, as available, may be opened to  
non-sponsor exhibitors on a limited basis.

Can federal entities exhibit?
Yes. ADC offers complimentary exhibit space for all federal agencies. Federal space is 
provided as a partner table. Contact ADC for details.

How does shipping work?
All exhibitors are responsible for shipping their own materials to IIF 2026. ADC cannot 
accept packages on your behalf. Exhibitors may also hand-carry items directly to the 
Tampa Convention Center (venue fees may apply).

Are add-on upgrades available?
Yes. ADC's exhibit partner will offer a menu of fee-based upgrades including carpet, 
upgraded seating, plants, and AV options. Details will be published closer to the event.

Can I bring additional signage?
Each exhibitor is permitted one piece of signage they provide (one sign or one banner 
stand). Signage must not block neighboring exhibitors or common pathways.

What food and beverage is provided?
ADC hosts breakfast, breaks, and the Tuesday evening reception inside Innovation HQ. 
All attendees gather here for these functions — excellent natural traffic for exhibitors.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

CONTACT US
Questions about Innovation HQ? Contact info@defensecommunities.org

This is an interim prospectus.
Final floor plans, booth imagery, pricing, and add-on menus will be published  
on August 15 following the July 15 priority reservation window. Details are subject  
to change as event plans are finalized.

http://info@defensecommunities.org  

